Philosophy 152

First Paper Assignment
Pick one of our first four reading assignments:  “Famine, Affluence, and Morality,” “The Ultimate Punishment:  A Defense,” “Is Adultery Immoral?” or “A Defense of Abortion.”  Pick one argument that the author of this paper discusses (although it does not need to be an argument the author agrees with).  The argument should meet the following criteria:

· The conclusion of the argument should be a conditional.  

· It should be an argument whose conclusion you agree with, but whose premises you do not agree with.  

· It should also be an argument that is about good or bad or right or wrong or acceptable, although it does not need to use those words.

· It may not be an argument that we put in the conditional argument format in class (see Part 1). 

Part 1
Put the argument into the format we will learn in class for proving a conditional to be true:

1. If X then Y

2. If Y then Z

3. Thus, if X then Z

Any place that the author uses a word that means good or bad or right or wrong or acceptable, replace that word with good/bad/etc.  The conclusion must contain “good” or “bad” or “right” or “wrong” or “acceptable.”

You may have to change the author’s words a bit (e.g. if the author didn’t say “good” or “bad”), or you may have to guess what conditional the author intended to use as one of the premises.  Explain why you wrote the premises as you did, and why you wrote the conclusion as you did.  You should convince me that your version of the argument is as close as possible to what the author intended while still giving a logically valid argument.

Part 2
Explain why one of the premises is false.  Give only one objection.  Try to make this as plausible as possible to someone who might not see the world as you do.

Part 3
Give an argument for the same conclusion that you think is a good argument.  Put this argument into the conditional argument format we will learn in class (see above).  This may not be an argument we put into this format in class.  Explain what each premise means and why you think it is true.  Again, try to make this as plausible as possible to someone who might not see the world as you do.  Say why the objection against the first argument does not work against your argument.

Part 4
Explain what someone who disagreed with your conclusion would say to try to show one of the premises to your argument is false.  Give just one objection, but make it the best objection you can.  Explain why this objection does not work, and why your premise really is true.

For next week’s homework (due on July 21), you must a) tell me what article you picked to write on, b) give me the argument you want to use for Part 1, in the correct format (don’t explain anything, just put the argument in that format), and say what paragraph it is from, and c) briefly explain the objection you will use for Part 2.  You will also have homework on the reading for July 21.

Paper due:  July 30

